THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


A BECITATION FOn CHILDREN. 

1. See, Oh nee, as here we stand, 

High we lift each good right hand, (1) 
Father hold our handB we pray, (2) 
Help ua up the heavenly way. 

2. Thus the left (3) and this the right, (1) 
We will try with all our might, 
Where we turn or where we go, (4) 
All His holy will to do. 

3. We will work with either hand, (5) 
Swift to do our Lord's command, 
Fingers (6) formed with wondrous ekill 
May He teach to do His will. 

4- Eyes (7) the Lord hath given me, 
All His lovely works to see, 
Ears(S) that hear what He has said, 
Both of these the Lord hath. made. 

5. Lips, (9) and mouth and tongue are these, 
And their Maker may they please, 
Keep (2) ihem from each sinful way, 
Teach them only truth to say. 

6. Head (10) and heart and feet have we, 
Father turn them all to Thee ; 

Bless thy children while they raise, 
Unto Thee a song of praise. 

7. See, O see! as here we stand, 
Jesus take each little hand ; (11) 
May we all thy children be, 

All this little class for Thee. 


Idolatry. 


BY JOHN MIL TON. . 

"Thy Go* whom thou serv est continually, He will deliver thee." 
— Dan. e : 16. 

The experience of Daniel furnishes an undying 
example of the fact, that the wicked are a snare 
unto themselves, and are utterly incapableof stand- 
ing against the lortresses of laith in God, and 
fidelity to hi m. In his characteristic purity, in his 
unflinching fidelity, resistless piety, he stands as 
a hero of tile highest order. A beacon light, a 
shining star that far eclipses the majority of its 
predecessors, and successors. When he wus called 
upon to sbo« bit fidelity, and his Ices around him 
undivided conspiracy, against him, he took a stand 
that re-uhed in the raining up of hitn, among his 
lellows, like a towering timet in the midst of mi- 
nor piuuaclis, liku a giant oak of the forest, amidst 
itslillipuiiau surroundings. The law ol the Medcs 
and Persia ns was unchangeable, and the foes of 
Daniel thinking him doomed to destruction, they 
thinking of that eye, before which they were una- 
ble to stand without wincing, was to be extin- 
guished, they felt satisfied ; little dreaming that 
Daniel was to be sustained by a friend, who would 
to their sorrow demonstrate that the heavens do 
rule, and thi- Most High giveth the power and au- 
thority unto whomsoever he will. From his first 
experience in that idolatrous land, he determined 
to resist even the will of mighty monarchs, if nec- 
essary, in the defence ol the law of his God. 

There was not enough gold in all that vast em 
pire to induce him to violate that imperative law, 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. This 
command comprehends a great deal more than is 
often supposed. It is not necessary that we bow 
to wood and stone, or that we make them mediums 
in the way of worship, in order tn be idolaters. The 
use of these is a backward and un progressive idol- 
izing. The ancient heathen used them in accord- 
ance with the national characteristics of the peo- 
ple. Their mythologies represented the tastee 
and habits of the people at large. But the peo- 
ple of the present have more individual ways of 
idolizing, ways that are more consistent with the 
present age, than the idolaters of the ancient 
Greeks or Komans could be. 

Sometimes a man,'* God is himself, sometimes 
the world's goods, at times the pursuits of life, and 
oftentimes some dogma or creed that originated 
in the mind of some (probably sincere) would be 
usurper of the almighty prerogative. The Al- 
mighty spake to his people in times past by the 
prophets, but spcaketh to ue through hiB Bon, In 
whom dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bod- 
ily. This is the only channel through which we 
can approach him. 

The apostle Paul, in Romans 2nd, says of the 
heathen, "Their consciences accuse or excuse 
them, as the case may be." Bat we, to whom he 


has spoken through his son, are absolutely respon- 
sible lor the nature and character of the God that 
we worship. The absence of wood or Btone does^ 
not relieve us of the stigma of being idolatora. 
An idea or chain of ideas that have a tendency to 
exclude the true God from our minds, or blind us 
in reference to the teaching of His word, is idola- 
try. No matter how respectable these ideas may 
be, no matter how many people may endorse them, 
no matter as to their antiquity or sublimity, it 
still remains a fact, that tho true God never 
changes, never accommodates himself to the 
whims of any man, or body of men.-» He is the 
same to-day, yesterday, and forever. His laws are 
immutable. The creation must accommodate His 
worship to the revealed character of the Creator. 
Otherwise it is vain worship, unaccompanied by 
any promise. But in endeavoring to worship God 
(who is Spirit) in spirit and in truth, we often sub- 
ject ourselves to a great deal of ridicule. The 
heart of man is so full of godless religion, that any 
attempt at worshipping the true God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom dwelleth all the God- 
head bodily, is branded as foolishness and fanati- 
cism. This Babel of religion, that was as clearly 
foretold by the prophets, as were the desolations 
that overlook Ninevah and Tyre, hasdrai>ed Chris- 
tendom with a pall of darkness that is felt very 
keenly by the unbiased student of God's word. 
"The light shineih in the darkness, but the dark- 
ness comprehendeth it not." 

We, like Daniel, will be persecuted because we 
refuse to bow at those shrines, that wear the 
garb, but are totally devoid of the reality, except- 
ing it be in such measure as will give the error the 
tone and coloring of truth. 

In conclusion let me say that the above is 
even more dangerous, more damaging in its ef- 
fects than regular heathen idolatry, on account of 
its greater potency and power, by way of making 
wrong appear right. 
Lathrop, Cal. 


A Few Words en Prayer. 

BT W >S A N N A Q A l : I.T. 

Pious people in all ages have had their 
appointed hours for religions devotion. David 
said evening, morning and noon I will pray. 
Daniel entered into his chamber and knelt upon 
his kneee three times a day and prayed. The 
Disciples of our Lord observed a similar practice. 
There is no hour bo beautiful and appropriate as 
the morning to enter our closets and pray to the 
Father, who seeth in secret and who will reward 
openly. As in the early morning hour the rest of 
the night has been enjoyed, and as the beautieB of 
the day break forth we should be thankful ; new 
duties and new privileges await him, and he needs / 
help, guidance and wisdom in his devotion. He 
gratefully recognizes the mercies of God in the 
past, and commits himself to Him who has said the 
steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord. He 
cannot afford to begin the day without first im- 
ploring Divine protection. He cannot afford to go 
into the harvest field of this world without, 
first asking a blesBing of him, from whose harvest 
field he gleans, and on whose bounties he subsists. 
Let every young Christian attend to this duty. 
Daily prayer no matter how much pressed for 
time, wherever you are, or wherever you stay, have 
a few wordB first with your Heavenly Father ; 
the day will be brighter for it, and you may reas- 
onably expect the blessings of God upon your la- 
bors. It will in a short time become a part of y our 
life plan, and will be a source of much delight and 
spiritual profit to your religious nature. 
Plainfield, Dakota. 


V 


The Bible Teaches Is How We May Be Saved. 

An essay read at prayer meet Ilk at College Chapel June 21st, 
by Susie K. Leedy. ^^ 

Of all the books that 1 have read fronr^ie days 
of my childhood, into the present time, there is 
none so dear to me as the Bible. It is the guide- 
board that points out to me, the way to Heaven. 
It is fouud at every crossing, and warns us to 
shun the broad toud that leads to destruction, and 
directs us in the narrow way that leads to joys on 
high. 

What a precious Guide 1 One that points ub to 
a place where there is true and lasting happiness; 
for of how much value would be the transient 
pleasures of I Ue, without the hope of a home where 
joy shall never cease? 

"The beauties of the Bible," says a certain 
writer, "have charmed the critical of all ages. The 
young have departed fiom its simplicity of speech, 
only to return in riper years, for rapt tuition. The 
wiBe have lingered over its perfect sentences, striv- 
ing to catch the art which was showered upon 
those unassuming translators, who gave its pageB 
to the English-speaking world." 

So let us prize this great gift which God haB 
given us, and humbly thank Him for the plan of 
salvation which it has brought us, and the com- 
fort which it contains for the weary pilgrim on his 
journey home. 

Where can we find language as grand in any 
other book? — "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want ; He maketh me to lie down in green pas- 
tures; He leadcth me beside the still waters; He 
restoreth my soul; surely eioodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever." What 
consolation for the weary pilgrim! 

But woe to the wicked, traveler, who, heedless of 
his guide, directed hie footsteps in the way of the 
transgressor. The day is fast approaching, when 
he shall see his folly, and bow before his God for 
mercy ; but He shall refuse to hear; for the door 
of Mercy shall be closed. Let ua remember that 
"to-day is the day of salvation," and heed in time 
our Guide which is able to make us| wise unto 
salvation. 


Thought and Labor. 
RnBkin BayB: It is no less fatal error, to despise 
labor, when regulated by intellect, than to value 
it for its own sake. We are always in these days 
trying to separate the two ; we want one man to 
be always thinking and another always working, 
and we call one, a gentleman, and the other an op- 
erative ; whereas the workman ought often to be 
thinking, and the thinker often to be working, 
and both should be gentlemen in the best sense. 
As it iB, we make both ungentle, the one envying 
the other despising his brother, and the masB of 
society is composed of morbid thinkers, and mis- 
erable workers. Now, it is only by labor that 
thought can be made happy : and the professions 
should be made liberal, and there should be less 
pride felt in peculiarity of employment and more 
in excellence of achievement. 


A Beautiful Incident. 

It is related that during the first few days of 
Queen Victoria's reign, then a girl nineteen or 
twenty years of age, some sentences of a court- 
martial were presented for her signature. One was \\ 
death for desertion. A soldier was condemned to 
be shot, and his death warrant was presented to 
the Queen for her signature. She read it, paused, 
looked up to the officer who presented it, and said, 
"Have you nothing to say in behalf of this man ?" 
"Nothing, he haB deserted three timeB," said the 
officer. "Think again my Lord she replied." "And," 
said the gallant veteran, as he related the incident 
to hie friends, (for it is none other than the Duke 
of Wellington,) "seeing her Her MajeBty bo earn- 
est about it, I said he is certainly a bad soldier, but 
there was somebody who spoke of his good char- 
acter, and he may be a good man for aught I know 
to the contrary." "O, thank you a thousand 
times !" exclaimed the youthful Queen ; and has- rl 
tily writing "pardoned," on the fatal page, she sent 
it across the table, with a hand trembling with 
beautiful emotion. — Ex. 


Justiying faith is always attended with univer- 
sal obedience. 

A good deed is never lost ; he who bows courtesy 
reaps friendship ; and he who bows kindness reaps 
love. — Babil. 

God, like his body, the light, is all about us, and 
prefers to shine in upon us sideways. We could 
not endure the power of his verticle glory ; no 
mortal man can see God and live ; and he who 
loveth not hiB brother whom he hath seen, shall not 
love hb God whom he hath not seen.— Weighed 
and Wanting. . . 


